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The Intanational Legal Basis on the Ddimitation of the
Continental Shelf of East China Sea

L1 Guangyi
(RLA Xi’ an Roliticd Qollege, Xi’ an, Shaanxi 710068)

Abstract :Due to the optimigic edimate of oil and natural gas reources in the continental shelf of Eag China
Sea, and the different podtion for the delimitation of continental shelf in internationd conventions, there s di-
vergence between China and Jgpan in the delimitation of continental shelf of Eag China Sea. The sand of e
quidigant line by Jgpan is not binding because it doesn’ t corform to international legad norms therein; the
principle of natura prolongation hold by China, however , is ot only the badc criteria in UNCLOS, but d<
the bagic rule by internationa practices. Seeing from the topogrgphic , geologica and geographic characteris
tics, Okinava Trough congitutes the limit between the two natura prolongation of China and Jgpan regpectiver
ly.
Key wor ds:continental shelf ; equidigant line; natura prolongation; UNCLOS
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